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Introduction: 
The coronavirus that has swept across the globe had, and is still having, ramifications for our health 
systems and the global economy. The effect of the pandemic combined with the financial crisis in 
Lebanon has had consequences on the country’s higher education institutions. For all students in 
Lebanon, the impact has been immediate and detrimental to the academic year. During the spring of 
19-20, universities closed their doors and adopted distance learning using different electronic 
platforms trying to overcome the challenges faced. The Beirut Blast of the 4th of August has made it 
harder especially given that educational institutions of all levels were directly and badly damaged. 
 
Possible Scenarios for Academic Year 20-21 
For the upcoming academic year, depending on circumstances, MEHE was considering 3 scenarios:  
Scenario 1: Safe return to educational institutions.  
Scenario 2: Blended learning. 
Scenario 3: Full distance learning.  
 
On the 7th of September, the Minister of Education and Higher Education announced in a press 
conference the start of the academic year 2020-2021, adopting a blended or hybrid learning system,  
the heath protocol for a return in light of the Corona pandemic, and the project to restore education 
institutions that were damaged in the Blast, with the participation of International agencies.  
 
Below you will find frequently asked questions about higher education enrollment in Lebanon for 
refugees. 
 
Q1: Can I enroll or resume my education in universities in Lebanon? 
Yes. All refugees in Lebanon, who have completed the official high school in Lebanon (Thanawieh 
Aamah Lubnanieh) or its equivalence in their country of origin, are eligible to enroll in public or 
private certified universities in Lebanon pending other admissions requirements. (List of Universities 
is included in the Annex) 
 
Q2: What documents do I need to access universities in Lebanon? 
When approaching a university in Lebanon, you should bring all the following documents: 

- Valid ID document 
- Official high school transcript validated by the ministry of education in Lebanon, or 

equivalence certificate, delivered by the equivalence committee in the ministry of education 
and higher education in Lebanon (see more about equivalency in Q4). 

- Language proficiency score (for some universities) or entrance exams for some specialties 
(You are encouraged to check directly with the university you wish to apply regarding these 
requirements). 

 
Q3: When can I apply for/enroll/ register in universities in Lebanon? 
The application deadline and enrollment date vary for each university. You could contact the 
university you wish to apply to in order to learn more about their specific enrollment date, 
application, and registration procedure. 
 
Q4: What is the equivalence process? 
Any student who holds a general certificate of secondary education issued by a governmental entity 
from an Arab or foreign country and wants to pursue their studies in Lebanon should submit a 
request to the Equivalence Committee in the Lebanese Ministry of Education and Higher Education 
to obtain his/her grade equivalence before registering into the institutions of higher 
learning/universities. 
 
Submitting requests can be done through the mail (Libanpost via e-mail 
customercare@libanpost.com or calling 1577) or directly through the Ministry of Education and 



 

 

Higher Education, the equivalence department. For more information on the equivalence process, 
https://www.mehe.gov.lb/ar/Transactions/GeneralEducationEquivalence  
 
Q5: What are the documents that must be submitted to the Equivalence Committee? 
Academic Documents: 
For the general certificate of secondary education students: 

- Brevet certificate 
- General Certificate of Secondary Education with a clear mention of success 

For University degree: 
- A certified copy of the Bachelor’s degree certificate, if applying for a Master equivalency you 

should add a certified copy of your Master’s degree certificate  
- A certified transcript of all academic years if applying for a Master equivalency you should 

add a certified transcript of your Master’s degree academic years  
 

If documents were not issued in Lebanon, the original ones and official copies should be validated 
and stamped by the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the country in which 
studies were completed, and then by the relevant embassy in Lebanon, and then stamped by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Lebanon before presenting them to the Lebanon Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education. 
 
Administrative documents:  

• Valid Passport or Residency card issued by the General Security 
• UNHCR registration certificate if available 
• Administrative fees (Official Lebanese stamps for a total value of 36,000 

Lebanese Pounds) 
 
Note: 
The application is submitted according to an application form directly to the Secretariat of the 
Equivalence Committee or via LibanPost in addition to the attached the documents required for the 
equivalence of certificates issued from inside and outside Lebanon. All required documents should 
be collected and submitted jointly with their certified copies altogether. Foreign curriculum 
equivalency demands should be presented before the end of January of the current year to be able 
to be enrolled in the next academic year. 
 
Q6: What do I do if I do not have one or more of the documents required? Who can I contact? 
These documents are mandatory to enroll in a certified university in Lebanon. We encourage you to 
gather all authentic documents as soon as possible. If you do not have any of these documents, you 
could contact the university you wish to apply for to see if they have alternative options. 
 
Q7: Do I need a residency permit to go to university in Lebanon? 
Yes, according to Lebanese law, you might be requested to show a valid residency permit to enroll in 
a university. In case you do not have your residency permit, contact the university or scholarship to 
which you wish to apply or UNHCR for assistance. 
 
Q8: Are foreign languages essential to access university education in Lebanon? 
Not necessarily. The minimum proficiency requirements for foreign languages differ from one 
university to another, as well as from one faculty of studies to another. Nevertheless, even to study 
Arabic literature, universities in Lebanon usually require mandatory foreign language courses 
(English or French) to be completed. 
 
Many institutions offer foreign language classes across Lebanon. For more information, you could 
contact: 

1) American Lebanese Language Center: http://allcs.edu.lb/ 
2) AMIDEAST: http://www.amideast.org/lebanon 
3) British Council: https://www.britishcouncil.org.lb/en 
4) Cervantes: http://beirut.cervantes.es/fr/default.shtm 



 

 

5) Goethe Institute: https://www.goethe.de/ins/lb/en/index.html 
6) Institut Français (French Institut for French language) http://www.institutfrancais-liban.com/ 
7) Italian Institute: http://www.iicbeirut.esteri.it/iic_beirut/it/ 
8) ULYP: http://www.unitelebanonyouth.org/ 
9) Universite Libanaise, Bureau des Langues calargefady@yahoo.com 

 
Q9: Do I have to pay to enroll in a University in Lebanon? If yes, what are the costs? 
Even public education in Lebanon is not free of charge. To access a public university faculty, foreign 
students must pay around 1,000,000 LBP for a BA per academic year and up to 1,800,000 LBP for MA 
per academic year. Private universities cost range between 3,750,000 and 27,000,000 LBP per 
academic year. Limited numbers of scholarships are available to help cover the costs. 
 
Q10: What are the different University scholarships available in Lebanon and abroad? 
Below are some of the university scholarships in Lebanon available to refugee youth between 18-30 
years old who have completed their secondary education. Each scholarship provider offers different 
support packages and has different selection processes and application deadlines. To learn more 
about the type of support offered, contact the scholarship provider directly or visit their webpage. 
 
• The Arab Open University in partnership with KFAS (Kuwait Fund for Advancement of Sciences) 

offers scholarships for Syrian refugees to complete their education at the tertiary level. For more 
information contact StudentAffairs@aou.edu.lb or registrar@aou.edu.lb  

• The Arab Open University in partnership with CAWTAR (Center of Arab Women for Training and 
Research) offers scholarships for Syrian female refugees to complete training in Business and/or 
IT. For more information contact StudentAffairs@aou.edu.lb or registrar@aou.edu.lb 

• Al Ghurair Foundation offers the ASU Online Master’s Degree Program through the AGFE Open 
Learning Scholars’ Program to all Arab students. This is the final application window which will 
be accepting applications until Sunday, 4th October 2020. For more information contact the OLSP 
Team at openinglearning@alghurairfoundation.org or visit  https://goto.asuonline.asu.edu/agfe/ 

• AMIDEAST manages the MEPI Tomorrows’ Leaders Scholarship Program, which provides full 
scholarship funding for Syrian students to study at AUB and LAU. For more information contact 
lebanon@amideast.org or visit www.amideast.org/lebanon 

• AMIDEAST offers counseling, test prep, and English Language support to prepare students to 
enroll in universities in Lebanon or the U.S. For more information contact 
lebanon@amideast.org or visit www.amideast.org/lebanon 

• AMIDEAST’s Hope Fund program helps PRL apply to and win scholarships to study at U.S. 
universities. For more information contact lebanon@amideast.org or visit 
www.amideast.org/lebanon 

• European Union’s Erasmus+ Programme offers exchange programmes and scholarships for 
masters’ degrees. For more information, contact neo@erasmusplus-lebanon.org or visit 
http://erasmusplus-lebanon.org/ 

• The Global Platform for Syrian Students (GP4SYS) offers scholarships for BA, MA, and Ph.D. 
degrees for Syrian students in Lebanon. For more information, contact 
secretariado@casadoregalo.pt or visit www.globalplatformforsyrianstudents.org 

• The project HOPES-LEB (Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for 
Syrians and vulnerable youth in Lebanon), funded by the European Union, through the EU 
Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis, the ‘EU Madad Fund’ and implemented by 
the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) together with Campus France and Nuffic. It 
aims at improving livelihood prospects through higher education opportunities for vulnerable 
Lebanese youth and refugees from Syria in Lebanon thus increasing their chances for a better 
future.  
The project is a continuation of the HOPES regional project (April 2016-August 2020) and seeks 
to provide better access to quality further and higher education opportunities and support to 
higher education and local institutions in Lebanon. The life span of the project is from April 
2020 until December 2023. For more info, contact the HOPES team at Lebanon@hopes-
madad.org or visit www.hopes-madad.org. 

• JICA offers scholarships for masters and doctorate for universities in Japan. For more 
information, contact jpembassy.syria@gmail.com 



 

 

• Lebanese Association for Scientific Research (LASeR) provides scholarships to Syrians and 
Palestinians from Syria. For more information contact info@laser-lb.org or visit www.laser-lb.org 

• Southern New Hampshire University offers undergraduate level university scholarships through 
the Global Education Movement (GEM) to all Arabs students with a special focus on females and 
students with abilities. For more information visit www.gem.snhu.edu 

• SPARK has created an EU-funded scholarship programme in Lebanon ranging from a certified 
degree to vocational courses. For more information contact Lebanon@spark-online.org or visit 
www.spark-syria.eu 

• The French Embassy through the SAFAR program provides university scholarships to Lebanese 
between ages 18 and 30 for Graduate, Masters, Graduate Ph.D., and Postgraduate levels. For 
more information visit www.institutfrancais-liban.com 

• The Partnership between the MasterCard Foundation and the American University of Beirut 
(AUB) offers undergraduate scholarships to Africans, Syrians, Palestinians, and Lebanese. For 
more information contact scholarsprogram@aub.edu.lb or visit www.aub.edu.lb/mcf 

• The Slovakian Government offers Slovak Government Scholarships to Lebanese and Syrians 
between ages 18 and 34 to pursue Undergraduate or Master’s Degrees in Slovakia. For more 
information visit https://www.vladnestipendia.sk/en/ 

• ULYP provides scholarships for Lebanese, Syrian, PRL, PRS. For more information visit 
http://www.unitelebanonyouth.org/projects/view/27 

• UNHCR provides DAFI scholarships to refugees known to UNHCR willing to start or continue their 
university studies in Lebanon, in partnership with World Learning. For more information contact 
01-990410 / dafi@worldlearning.org 

• UNRWA provides scholarships for PRL and PRS. From each yearly awarded list one scholarship is 
allocated for students with specific needs. For more information visit www.palscholarships.org 

• The UK government through the Chevening Programme provides scholarships for Syrians and 
PRS students to study for a Master’s at any university in the UK. For more information, visit: 
www.chevening.org/syria 

• The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) offers the Higher Education 
Scholarship Program: Refugee/Displaced Scholarship Support (RSS) undergraduate scholarships 
at the American University of Beirut and the Lebanese American University to promising public 
and private high school students and technical school graduates from all governorates of 
Lebanon. (For more information, you can visit 
https://www.aub.edu.lb/usp/Pages/requirementseducationalbenefits.aspx and 
https://hes.lau.edu.lb/rss/)  
 

Q11: Do I have to pay some fees to apply for a scholarship in Lebanon? 
Humanitarian agencies provide services FREE of charge, but there are commercial agencies that 
provide priced services. 
 
Q12: Does the scholarship money have to be repaid like a loan? 
Scholarships are grants that do not need to be paid back. Some scholarship providers do however 
require volunteering work to be done as a condition. Check with your scholarship provider for more 
information. 
 
Q13: Can I apply for a scholarship again in case I was previously not selected? 
Yes. You can re-apply to a scholarship every year or at every call for applications as the selection 
criteria might differ from a year to another, or additional slots can be added. 
 
Q14: Can I apply for more than one scholarship? 
Yes. You can apply for different scholarships. However, applicants accepted in more than one 
scholarship will need to check the rules and regulations of each scholarship provider as policies may 
vary. In most cases, applicants might need to withdraw from one of the scholarship awards. 
 
Q15: Can I receive assistance from more than one scholarship? 
Since the spaces for scholarships are limited, most scholarship providers do not allow recipients to 
receive assistance from more than one source. However, it is best to check the rules and regulations 
of each scholarship provider as policies may vary. 



 

 

 
Q16: Who selects the recipients of a scholarship? 
The scholarship providers, usually through a panel or committee, by their own rules and regulations, 
select scholarship recipients. 
 
Q17: Where can I find information on available scholarships? Is there any website? 
Many scholarships have their outreach channels. Here are some of the websites that compile 
scholarships: 

- www.refugees-lebanon.org 
- www.hopes-madad.org 
- www.spark-syria.eu 
- http://min7asyr.com 
- www.unrwa.org 
- https://www.facebook.com/dafischolarshiplebanon/ 
- https://iiepeer.org/ 
- https://www.al-fanarmedia.org/scholarships/ 
- https://opportunities.arabyouthcenter.org/#opportunities 

 
Q18: What are the other education opportunities available if I cannot enroll or afford to enroll in 
universities in Lebanon? 
You can access formal technical pathways at the Directorate General of Technical and Vocational 
Education, such as Superior Technician (TS) available in over 120 vocational public centers. The 
academic year at TS level cost around 465,000 LBP (Ministerial circulars are issued at the beginning 
of each academic year listing the accredited institutes or Vocational Training schools)  
 
Some humanitarian entities are supporting refugee enrolment by covering mainly tuition fees for 
formal vocational training and short vocational training in public TVET schools.  
 
The American University of Beirut through the Partnership for Digital Learning and Increased Access 
(PADILEIA) provides a College Readiness Program for 8 months (20 hours/week) to 50 beneficiaries 
per year (Lebanese and Syrian students) in the Bekaa Region for free. The AUB PADILEIA Foundation 
Certificate College Readiness Program also provides psychological, academic, and peer support along 
with strengthening students’ English skills and aid them in applying to university scholarships. For 
more information contact ccecs@aub.edu.lb or visit www.padileia.org/ 
  
PADILEIA also offers short online courses developed by King’s College London and hosted on the 
FutureLearn platform including topics such as English, Introduction to Nursing, Business and 
Entrepreneurship, and Digital Skills (https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/collections/refugees-
displaced-people). You can sign up and take these independently at your own pace through the 
FutureLearn website. If you are interested in taking these online courses as part of a facilitated group 
at the American University of Beirut PADILEIA campus in Bar Elias, Bekaa, contact ccecs@aub.edu.lb 
with PADILEIA in the subject of your email.  
 
Erasmus+ provides also International Credit Mobility scholarships for students enrolled in Lebanese 
universities. To see which institutions have such ICM projects, consult http://erasmusplus-
lebanon.org/content/840. To find out about the scholarships available, the student should consult 
the student services office or the international relations office in the respective institution. More 
than 1000 mobility scholarships are available to Lebanese higher education institutions. 
 
Kiron provides free online and offline courses that are validated on a case-by-case basis by MEHE in 
Lebanon as university equivalent courses to refugees, IDPs, and disadvantaged Lebanese. When you 
are ready to enroll at university, Kiron will help you to recognize the courses’ credits you took online 
and then transfer to the university. Kiron also works through the Partnership for Digital Learning and 
Increased Access Program to provide the same services specifically to Lebanese and Syrians. For 
more information contact students.lebanon@kiron.ngo or visit www.kiron.ngo/mena 
 



 

 

Unite Lebanon Youth Project (ULYP) provides SAT preparatory courses through the BRIDGE Program 
to Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian students. ULYP also provides psychological, academic, and peer 
support along with career guidance and civic engagement. ULYP offers students with university 
preparatory courses during high school years to facilitate their transition to tertiary education with 
partner universities American University of Beirut (AUB), Lebanese American University (LAU), and 
American University of Science and Technology (AUST). 
 
The Al Ghurair Young Thinkers Program (YTP) is a free-of-charge, online college prep program and 
career readiness platform developed to help Arab youth, ages 15 – 35, achieve future success! The 
Young Thinkers Program is a flagship program of the Abdulla Al Ghurair Foundation for Education 
and is powered by Arizona State University. The program supports youth with key skills such as 
Communication, Digital Literacy, Personal Development, Emotional Intelligence, among many other 
skills. To register for the Al Ghurair Young Thinkers Program, visit https://youngthinker.org/ 



 

 

Annex 1.  
 
List of Accredited Private Universities and University Institutes or colleges by the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education  
 
PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES  
1 American University of Beirut- AUB 
2 University of Balamand- UOB 
3 Beirut Arab University- BAU 
4 Université la Sagesse- ULS 
5 Holy Spirit University of Kaslik- USEK 
6 Middle East University- MEU 
7 Université Saint-Joseph- USJ 
8 Lebanese American University- LAU 
9 Haigazian University- HU 
10 Lebanese International University- LIU 
11 Islamic University of Lebanon- IUL 
12 Beirut Islamic University- BIU 
13 Notre Dame University Louaize- NDU 
14 Makassed University- MU 
15 Antonine University- UPA 
16 Jinan University- JU 
17 Global University 
18 Arab Open University- AOU 
19 City University (Al-Manar University- MUT) 
20 Rafik Hariri University- RHU 
21 American University od science and Technology- AUST 
22 American University of Technology- AUT 
23 Arts, Sciences & Technology University in Lebanon- AUL 
24 Modern University for Business & Sciences- MUBS 
25 Lebanese Canadian University- LCU 
26 Lebanese German University- LGU 
27 Université Libano-Française de Technologie et des Sciences Appliqués-ULFTSA 
28 Kafaat University- UK 
29 Holy Family University 
30 University of Tripoli- UT 
31 American University of Culture and Education- AUCE 
32 University of Sciences & Arts in Lebanon- USAL 
33 Phoenicia University- PU 
34 Maaref University- MU 
35 Al Azm University for Sciences & Arts- AZM 
36 The International University of Beirut- BIU 
University Institutes 
and Colleges 

 

1 Ouzai University College 
2 Ecole Supérieur des Affaires- ESA 
3 Sidoon University College- SUC 
4 Jwaya University College of Technology- JUCT 
5 Matn University College of Technology- MUC 
6 Al Rassoul Alaazam University Institute- RAU 
7 Faculty for Nursing Sciences of the Lebanese Red Cross 
8 Institut Technique des Soeurs des Saints Coeurs  
9 Academic University College for Non-violence & Human Rights- AUNOHR 



 

 

University Institutes 
for Religious studies 

 

1 St. Paul Institute of Philosophy & Theology 
2 Near East School of Theology- NEST 
3 Daawa University College for Islamic Studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more details on each University or University Institute please check the following link: 

www.higher-edu.gov.lb/arabic/privuniv/personal_univ.html 


