
Dangers of irregular crossings by sea 

A number of people have recently attempted to leave Lebanon by boat. Many of them have been returned 
from Cyprus to Lebanon, leaving them in a more vulnerable situation than prior departure. Sadly, several 
people have passed away or have been injured during this journey.  
 
Below are some awareness raising messages about the dangers of irregular sea crossings: 
 

• You and your family may become victims of individuals who are motivated by profit or other 
gains (smuggler or trafficker), as they make promises to take you to another country 
unofficially. Such individuals will often not have your safety nor your interest in mind. They may 
be taking advantage of your situation and the fact that you are unable to travel legally.   

 

• You and your family members could risk abuse and exploitation by smugglers and traffickers 
during your travel and upon arrival. As recently experienced by refugees who attempted this 
journey, you may also face intimidation or threats, including by the smugglers and people you 
have borrowed money from. 

 

• The journey by sea can pose serious risks to your life and the lives of your family members, 
including your children. Boats may sink or go adrift.  

 

• During the journey at sea, you and your family may be exposed to extreme weather conditions, 
strong sun, dehydration, and physical injuries which could result in death. Health risks are 
particularly high for babies, children, pregnant women, older persons, and persons who are sick 
or have a disability.  

 

• Some people who have embarked on such journeys at sea have been forced to abandon their 

personal belongings, and lost the money they had taken with them. You may also lose, damage, 

or be asked to destroy your official documentation (such as your ID, marriage certificates, etc). 

These documents are essential for your identification and protection and are very important 

records to safeguard for your future.   

 

• Crossing an international border illegally may be punishable under national laws. You and your 

family members risk being arrested, interrogated, detained and possibly deported.   

 

• Even if you manage to reach another country, you remain at risk of being sent back to Lebanon; 

knowing that boats are currently being returned to Lebanon. This would likely leave you in a worse 

situation worse than before you undertook this journey, often with no money, high debt and no 

house to go back to.  

 

• Travelling to another country without all your family members may lead to long term or 

permanent separation from children and spouses, either as a result of your detention or inability 

to apply for family reunification due to your irregular status, for example. 

 



• If you leave without your family, they may face additional challenges in their daily life in 

Lebanon - in particular if you were working to earn an income for the family. For example, children 

may drop out of school to be able to support the family or some individuals may take advantage 

of the situation of your family members in exchange for services or money. 

 

• During your journey at sea, you and your family will not able to seek or obtain assistance from 

UNHCR or other agencies. If you are in danger, immediately contact the international emergency 

number (112).   

 

Should you have any questions or concern when in Lebanon, please contact UNHCR. 

 


